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3
In the back garden of No. 22 Parkside, which is called Inveruglas House, are fragments of medieval masonry said to come from the Old Chapel of St John's which was demolished in 1869 when Scott's new building was finished. There seems to be no documentary record of this, nor for any reason for the transfer of the relics. 4 The owner of the property from 1847 until 1869 was George Cockle, a Cambridgeshire gentleman. Possibly he let rooms to the younger Scott or, perhaps, to the clerk of works acting at St John's.
Scott's Gothic design for the new Government Offices was rejected by the Prime Minister, Lord Palmerston, towards the end of 18 5 9; his compromise 'Byzantine' scheme was dismissed by Palmerston as 'neither one thing nor t'other -a regular mongrel affair' in September i860. The final executed Classical design, for which Scott 'bought some costly books on Italian architecture', was approved by the Prime Minister and voted by Parliament in July 1861. Construction work on the Foreign and India Offices did not commence until 1863; possibly in the meantime the architect still retained hopes of building in Gothic.
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The graffiti could date from 1862. The inscription implies the continuing interfering existence of Palmerston, who died in 1865, while Prince Albert died on 14 December, 1861 -Scott, Senior, of course, was to design his memorial and in a rather different form from that sketched on the basement wall. The anachronism is the reference to Hardwick, who must be Philip Hardwick, a distinguished classicist, who did not, in fact, die until 1870. However, he had been seriously ill since 1847 and totally retired from public life in 1861: possibly the author of the graffiti assumed he was dead.
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These graffiti could have been an ironical comment on Scott's much criticized changes in style to keep a job made by someone with a knowledge of the architectural scene; if the initials 'G.G.S.' were genuine, then they could have been a humorous comment by the younger Scott on the difficulties of his father, for George Gilbert Scott Junior is known to have had a sense of humour. 7 The circumstances behind the caricatures on the wall must remain a matter for conjecture: perhaps the basement was a wine cellar. The graffiti have now necessarily been destroyed. 7 Scott filled a notebook with humorous stories and anecdotes which is now at the RIBA. When he was incarcerated in the Bethlem Hospital in 1883, the case notes record that he was 'very jolly and amusing.' His defence plea in the lunacy trial the following year was 'alcoholic mania'.
